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Karnataka.    In the field of lyrical self-expression, poets
such as D. V. Gu$dappa, B. M. Srikanthayya (known as
Sri), Masti (known as Srlnivasa), Paiije, Bendre (known
as Ambikatanayadatta), Sali, Anandakanda, V. Sitaramayya
and Madhura Cenna are the elderly poets, followed by a
band of younger poets like K.V, Puttappa, P.T. Narasimha-
carya, Rajaratnam, Sankarabhatta, Vinayaka and Rasika-
ranga.   Every one of these has struck out a path for
himself.   A few like Sn, Masti, D.V. Gundappa and Bendre
have reached the peak of their power while others  are
approaching it in varied measure.   Sri has made singular
contribution to modern Kannada poetry by his pioneer
work, entitled   ' English Gitagalu'   containing   Kannada
renderings of English lyrics, and by his verse plays, called
' Aswatthaman'    and   ' Parasikaru-,   written   after  the
manner of Greek tragedy.   Mention may   be made   of
the individual achievement   of   some poets  in handling
particular   forms  and    patterns;    of    Masti   in blank
verse and rhymed narrative,   of Bendre in sonnet and
balladic tunes, of Vinayaka in free verse and of Rajaratnam
in colloquial lyric,   Rajaratnam, in particular, has written
what is known as * Ratnana padagalu* i. e. the Songs of
Ratna* which finely express the thoughts and emotions of
a rustic drunkard in his own language, having at the same
time larger significance and power*    They are a unique
contribution to modern Kannada.   They are perhaps new
to the rest of modern India as well in point of theme and
style-   Longer poems and verse plays by Masti, Bendie,
Puttappa and some others have revealed the poets at their
best. A collection of old ballads and other folksongs is gofcg
on apace and several books have been published already.